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TiiorO'igi'iy sro''S3d ^^o;^, 21 I-:^':'^s bo':!y of i*""*>: !?''*).-'l'^ i'':::- 
:f:l MS3i.i^inst^r, April 11, 177-^; aiiov" o'l'J''i? .rsc^jv^o^^ j-;,.^, ^.^ ■ . 
GO the L0ll07n.'"^" fS3^1vv:^: "th- t il*. 13 i-bs lu-y oJ' Pi- vi ;;;;;« 

A 

oov3i-i".i:oiib of io". y:::-\ '^-icil ^^uC-. iii'^o ^.r tiis livio ^ni or-'^o-i'-'v 



of b'ls ir:!?rd;v:M:fc- :• ;- cs ssjur-^o it"."^ l ^ ^v.btLs of 'joxipgt 
put £ii siiu GO this coMtrovV-'i-y bafor-s oosm ^ostilibi::? tstMc^i: 
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1. 31a:is: ci. .niliuis: 11, 27. 

2. Sl-:)^: c3. jilli:::.3: 11, ^:^. I. Mien. 
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lo. 



ov:n crot:^:*^!?':, ^u:^ tas s^^loi i.^. o ■' L.':-::ir' l-.?:'?rc- in the -cri'ly 
part ot* t:i8 v;ai? orj'.i;;.^i; 't:.:?''^ i-'t-o pr-^'ii-'en jc csror? ttiS cDior:ic;c., 

:r:i 1^:103 cnj:: isoi tlsir 0?: j i '*p3L-i:.::'n;:s. i.::y ••.£■:•? loy^l to tbs 

i 
ooloni?? cue v:3i-e imvaj l^ m-^ to 03 ^ir-olfci in i/''^ :^3i/^ii:;3 wf ^3-;, 

A 

York. :J?.ni.>,ry 17, 1??g ti^3V p3tiUon^:i Oo:i-^^--?v to Ge.':it to3^ 
to C'O 3H!:*vice ?s ii't^?;:it?):t3 o"' t-l-o >;3-;; Hr ipci'.i^;3 £r:rito Tn^^ 
not p.? inir bit:^rts of ^3:7 Vor^k piovires o>^ b: ^acjeot to ^ei:- 
pr-ovipos.-- I;on;^>;33s^ e5vl--j th^.:. to ^•lo.^it to :''?/„ lor'c for the 
ti.r3 03i:'^, b:it tbsr. th^.:^ 9.3ti?!^ ;:3;il:' rot co oj^^^-tr-ao:^ lo ?l- 
li:-::; th:t :;3Vi lc.?[< '^):: j J:^i:;::iotion ovr^i- t•^?t oountri?. 

ins Scitiei;^ on the ^r^nts not osin;;; o^^s^niz^ci uivler tiiS 
Ci-o..n, y3t h^vir^ ?3-:^i^io:^3 i:ivo:':ci8 to t:i3i, ^■::.r t--3 r3333^>iLy 
ol h''y'-i" ': 3 r'3'*^il?r c^-^'"3-- of r'OVri":i":^nt. ■!;^3'?3 i.sis no 3'«c3rior 
po:.cr' to :i3oi:i3 t::'; co^trovec-^v at tnls ti :!3 :ri:i it isit th3 

oC-L-tiSrS t::3 0pp01?i"<'^iti' Oi' 0301^^1?'!^ tb3;'>3lV3? 1 [K.3p3;r: 3ri t, ^ 
11 tn3 f^il 0" ly?0 33':r':l Oi i']': Isa'i^^ 130 l'?"i ^on3 CO p-il?- 

:i'8lpMii ?p:i j?3l:z:: tao ai-/i33 oi 33.^^:-c:z.'- T' -^v v.3r3 rot '"oc -^^"i 

1. SIb:?: c'i. 
<^, .:^l::i3: co, 
>'• i:"0".):ion: 49. 
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lo. 

rscsivcd, ys'c cci tasir rstura tn^y ^o^^ri bhs nsv/s th^t son^s o^:" 
ti^c Isaain^ .nsn of Ooj^i-^-:^'^ ur';i-:vj cboii to 0rjc:]lz^ aaa loru a 
u8''pOr3ri? asoooi^tiun. Ci^julep r^U^i-o v.6r^ s.:':li;3^^:':i uo t-:H cLJ 
f-i^snt tov.ns, 3'' ) C'si?:^!:3? :':3TS 3y0o].M3i z'^o sho^ilo T3cb ?.■. 
Oo??3G, Jiiiv V4, iy?o. ol TS'ibsr-s r5or-e^":;fib'i ^ :5 bo L0v.n3 .7sr-3 

pr^SOnt. I'!i3y lOi^wOrCl^-'i 3 G3b''Gi.O} to J0n^i/c33 givilJ^ a:] S330ant 

Oi ciicir oor'u:cv3i'':^:', ^1^:1 st:fici'"^ x^i.iir jn;:^ ver-if-^ lo^/^ity to 
ens C3as3 oi tns 0010^13:: r.m cLsir v;illip;^::3o3 to bc^i- ch^ir 
ohai'S oT l':: jur^J^n or tli? 'r.:i'. r^vj ^o^Drri p?- -PG^ociritio;! ?:vi 
8dioai?P3cl bo .ii.f?b 3^sln 8•^ol^^•o^p ;^r<, ;;v n t\]>-.\i r^?^o].v^:i ^^i!-.^- 
out a :iio;r3ntir]^ vots^bo bj^'^.^^ 3uit:?bl3 ]r3::^3r]?o? a? soon ?.? Tcy 
b3, to ci3Gi?r3 tb3 :^'3w M? "Oi. 'jire '^v^jits a rr3s :ni sepBi-a^s :ii?- 

j::;'1vvj 15, 1777 bhe eo^.vjioioa 2/^^iii -i 3t, ?t nS^^O:'.!-;- 
3csr, ^Jii 3:iOyb3:: bi^s r^soiucio'^ ri33l ^.ri ^-^^ l-hs ',e;v i:':v;':p;^hlP8 
i^r^jfib- ?: L>o3 3n:i ini3po''].i3nb 3^:;'".3, v:ibh i'.b3 n^iii3 of "la;/ Con- 
'^eet'^oiit (vii?3 Vsr-'-^o" t), c.au clr-o;; :o c. :i3ulai'c:tio:i*^ ^inj ofci- 
tioD to Oop^ress stabing t'i3ir r33olntion3 ol inj3pend3nc3''^, en/} 

C'la.i riin^ 003 ri-.po bo v.0V3i''"! t'^?':3slvfs in snob -"i^annor ?r. t''i3y 

» 

1. jDv. 3:3d Oojnoil of Vb. i, 15-i6. 

^. Slads; g7. allia?^: 16S. C^iiloo: rJ-v; Yor-:!, li, 93. 

J?l. or ^:,y. .-list. p^s. ^;oi. II, 139. 
3. ccv. cni Jounoil, '^3, 51. 

,jilii:.-3: 11, 1S9, 
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17. 

in tb^ir v;isdoji* should ohooss, /joi;. i-oOiiJu^Hb to eo}/ r^^^olvt-r of 
ths 3oiil".ir.erital Oon^r^^ss; t''£\t t--y u3'C3 at ^11 ti^R? ra^^dy in 
conjunction ^vitii their brschren in ths Unitei States to contri- 
bute thsir full proportion to;72,rd3 T^aintoining the present j -3 s t 
war B/i?vozl t:i3 fleets s.n:! sriiues o( Gre^t Britain, they a?';?'^ 
to bs received s.^'iov^. t:-e tree and independent A.neric3n stitee 
and that tneir delegates be ad'^itted to seats in Congress. 

^0 ti'fie could hEiv^ bse^ ^-ore propitious. They :iere urdsr 
no juri^ miction, and evr^ry part c? the United States W:S at that 
period conten'J.i./'^: ayeinst oppression, and every consideration 
taat could justify the orocesdin^-'s of Oon^^ress, '.vas a reason 
v/hy the people of Veraiont should take that opportunity to effec- 
tually ^uard against their former sufferii):^s. Ihe neii^hborii'^ 
st^teo ,r-re i-J-lli-'.^, except of co-JCr^e L^ew Yor-k. She orotected 
to Oon^rrrss e/pre.^si '-^5 her indignation at the^s procee'^ir^s; 
ch?r:^ed certain inf]'^err.i?l oersans v:ith fostferin^ the revolt; 
and de.nanded tne v.ithdr?hr:L of the Oo^'tinerital Co'Tinission, Oal- 
onel /larner, and other officers. 'Sue clainiea that i^any v;ere de- 
serting the Vernont cai'Se. In "arch 1777 the ^ovri-nvent of Ver- 
lont sent another ^:)plics ticn to 3o:i::/.'iss clai.iiin^ thst the ^oir- 
it of dei'ection iron yer=nont v;as not vii-^ vridrspreDd.^ 

I'he controversy ;vas nov/ an cbJEct of :::^eneral attention. 
In Aoril, 1777, Dr. Tho>as Young of Philadelphia sent a printed 

1. Allen: 381. 
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IS. 

leetei'l bo Vsi-uoiit repr3?enGip^ti th?t it ^va^ c-^^ ?p]n1.op of sev- 
eral oi the leoiin;^ inejiher-f^ of Oon^?:^?? thst Vs^^ont should pro- 
39ecl to o^^^?l■!ize, fonn a consit-Jticn, ?pd gopoint fiele^?.-:?? to 
3on£r-£3?,. ris snclossd thr r-e^^olutions of OonU-ess of r'ay 15, 
1776, 7/:iioh oontainsci thsss ^rords: "that it be recorri:neno*3d to 
tho raoDSOtive ?vS?Tbliss ?.nd convsntions of the Unitsd Oolor.ies 
r.here no governn^snt s^iffi^ient to th? eyi:^encies of their affairs 
has hitnerto been established, to adopt such qovernirient as shsU, 
in the opinion of the representatives of the people, best con- 
duce to the happiness and safety of their constituents in pap- 
ticulsr and Anierica in general." lia?; York pro'03:'ted" v-;/, 1777 
to Congress and v^as informed that the petition of the agents of 
V ^-rinont should be dis:nissed3 and that the frsedoiP of the people 
of the lien Haaipshire grants should not be countenanced. 

The convention of Ver-iont met July 2, 1777 to consider 
the draft of a constitution, which y<as oone^, but ovjing to the 
news from licondero^^^a, a council of safety'" was 'appointed to act, 
and the convention adjoiu^i^]. The OounoiL of Safety pc-ovided for 
i?ai3ing i^iill'-.i.a and inaiaoau'^i-ag fch-:n by confiscAulag b'le o-iy^c'cj 



1. Gov, and Oouncil, Vol. [, 894-7. 

2. Doc. Hisl:. o? '\'.^, [7, bbo. 

3. Ooc. :-li3t. of 'i.'i. iV, 56B. 

1. ^iiilians: [[, 177. ira Allai: 333. 

:5. 3ov. :-rJ Oo.iiicil, I, 67-. 
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19. 

Ok b':ios8 ,?ao should join Sreai: Britain. ^ Varmont v;a3 now racog- 
niz3rl by view Harnpshirs as an in:i9p3:i:l3ab sbafcs, but nob 30 by 
3sn3!:'al 33huyl-3C'. 

Th3 ooasbibution was csvis.-ri O^'^r-ynb^r^ ?4, 1777 aaj b'lB 
first U3:^:\\\j in \{a''jh 1773 nana'] cb slsjtioa day/^ In ordee to 
caso-i tbs Tiovainnt sone, 'j'sbniai^y 21, 1773 cOV3'?a3i? 31ini:on is-* 
sued a pro3lanation3 proniising to oonfirn NsjV HanQsr!p:-3 tc-^.'il 
i:i::l3.^ in partiaula'^ o?3r^.s and -na'rin^. so 113 favorable 3on3333iois, 
y3t 3Xp?333l7 dsolarin^l b-iat that ^^ovsLMiianb "^rilL vi.^oeously 
naintain its ri^'ibiul supr3r/a.3y ov3i? bhs pspsons and p?0(.3Pty 
of those disau33i;3d subjsots". 

V3Paont 30unt8Pi3t3d this *nov3 of New York by raakia^ 
tneir i?overn.ii3nt oopulai?, in doin^ avjay vfith tax3s. This was 
done by caisin^ suTfioient revsnua ^^or. the sal3 of oonfisoabed 
ppopscty of Toc'ies, =;'id of iin>^^a ibei len^is. SeooL^ns f loo'cs i to 
th3 '^r^nbs fr'Oii 3onn3v3';i^ut 3n3.;v^lly, and the ne^TOoners ;;:^^^3 
sbaunoh frlenJ.:^ of th^ V^^'D.ii; ^^lue^^i r^nb. 



1. 3ov. and Oounoil, I, 103-13:)- . 3ov. and Oounoil, I, 133. 

2. I. Allen: 391-. 3o7. and Oounoil, I, 76-. 
Slade: 211. 

3. D03. liist. of Ai.Y. 17, 573- 
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20. 

ysrnOiit TTr? i;i3C3;.^vi^ in ^t'-^sn'^i, oo/r3j% 3:1:1 !*^vor', 
bul: tfn3 e?:i3B:l aai.i!:3nI:lo Vi^Ut a 5i3oa!:3 inL'i 1t[ 'i^no^hire 
Maic'i i^oi)^ 133:1 oonsidepabls a^it^Lrioi •rlta t'nt :5;:^i:3 ^n") 
brou^Uib bhs T'lSrl-.ioi -nor^ lOr-GiDiy to t.13 ar.r,3-ii:ioa of Oon;-'.''3-.3. 
izny ol U3 in'i?.bii:^:iG3 '■2':' 1^. t'ls 60 Til? Li.:!ii;: 3? Us ori^- 
i:i-.l \zi,ii jT^ii!: i?:^t:'^/l tD ci"^ ii !:"'ri-:' lo!: -rit^i i^^s Vb'^oii^ 
P^Dpls. '^'113.7 3l^ln-:j'l thai: the ^B^/olubioa '>?.'i •rl^^ui'oy^] t'13 ^0*^33 

Ol th3 ('oyal ^rsnbB to V^.? ''":;:p T-i. :?3 a'"»i IsU t!i3i ^c^e t3 L^or-i 

1 

3. 3?;^i?a':3 ^jV3?];:i'i!:, or 'i.iite :i*:i .?3'M o'*.'H''. 

V3r3'i 12, 1?7S a p3l:iti3n w-7 -3331^7.31 frox 13 tD--^ 
3^.3t 3^ tn3 03^n33":i?it rlvsi? ^:?-:in^ to 03 ::i:i::3:i iiit" its 
'i-ii.3:i. 1\Z3 3301 ti 3': T-v vot3] OH by t'l: o^ool^ 3ni 7^:13; j-^,?ri-:i. 
ih5 lo Go:7a3 '::e:i ooti'^lDi t'i3 :;37^':^ i m:": :•: "s;: '1^:3^'::.'':.' 

:3v^\:3::^ ■1b^':»3'^ 3? \"'^ : — p^*-^\-^3 p*:'ote^:3l to ?3v:'-i3^* 
03i. Gt3^a3'i 1'' 7=r::3:t, 33tti'i;^ ToToi ^I-:: ■l^:p.^bi?3' 3 3lav^3, 
ar.i 3l30 to i;on7i?333, Ji'-Jia? tasn to til: 5) 33ti')a. 

Vofiioat 33nt -li. UL3a to 03a-f?3-;3 to 3333'^tHi hor, t':3lr' 
pr3333ain,iB :;3^:=3 n/U?:' th3r3. 'I^ ^:^3;o-t^a •■ :''::!: ii '113 b^U'^'' 

03.1:^(^3^3 ;?5 3 a'13nin0'13l7 0pp033J IsA tlvit It TrOUH :i33 lt3 p3MBr 

1. 03-1133: ./::!. 1 1, no. ^;.?33. '^U;-.. So3. V62-S. 

2. 83L>V::p, I.H. [[, 333-1.5. SlaiB: n9. 411-a: 3?0. 

3. 0:1? ^iA^" 3!: ^!.^. :33. ^.^:1. r, l34, 
1 SI313: 93. 
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•^1. 

^^:\^^, L'z rr...^ v:':si ^3 u^ ^o uo sracu ? nsvr 30v:t7 nor uO Lijl^i^ 

A 

u.i3n ia the co-iauv 3l J^i'j^rlaid, T^ia Ib-'':^.;^ v;i:i^r,^v? i^i ^t z 
."3ti:^ hsli at :j-.:Lb':, Is;: '^-.;o ;u-vs, ::33-;:::^^ 9, 1777, pr-no)s^:I 

•ii// -i^,a;^']ir*B [):);; Iblj clain i:3 all tM 3?.nU of V^'^-nat'. 
ia3 situabion \i'Z6 zcl'cA^^i. lh-?33 3t2,i:33 :73r'3 3laiiiii:5 •= paeb or 
all of h3r l:3;':'-^io0(.\y — '.ia^^a^^ias^tL^, \'3.7 Hi'nv:\ic'^, aa:i N-./[ 
Y3rk, loi? ■aa:;:^a3hu^6;:u.-^'biit ia 3 olai-n for tnB ^outhon o?-g .TLti- 

A A 

out rs;;:.'^'] ^3 01^3 33tl:l3::3:li: 3 '* 17':'); Shs 3l::L!!3d all t']3 I ? H ' 

v;e)^; 3=i* t:i3 :JO'Li:;;i3 3o c-iv/^^:' bo bh^ •;3v: Vir': '^-^na;:^.^/ ;n i3^:;.i 
7.^ f:i? a^ ib m^::; l33i i3l by t'A3 'cLi^: ?.: 'ics^^'c ::?i:al:i in 17:i?^. 
So.13 3l bhs r3.d:i3a!^5 o^ 0x^33:'laii 'jr:\\':}j a3l:3:r n3lp of ;!::: 
'lD?''i :,^\ iT'^ri ib Tii'6 s3-:u, l;c•^^!l VLl^a ^Tifci an -^mei f3!?33 jvp- 

b ir»3l !: -^^ 3CU33r^^. 

Oo-j-^^.p -IT'M l:i, 1779 J-:';\^-.'' bVh Gl^y D3 lio^r^ •.'•» 

1. j^v. :-V' 03113iU 73l. I, 17:)-v-;, '>:^. 

;^. vb. ^n3.:. JolL. L, >9^-. 

3. '^i^OV^. 3^:''^ 03110311, V3l. [, 4'jo. 

4. :iv. ^3:1 33^^311, Vol. LI, p.l9d 
0. Jyr-,:,! 0? O-.i-.i. 1779, v^^-oO. 
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^'i:l 8;ooLai:^i a 3onnUt8^ to ^o t^ 7sr^i:^.il: .^.^i ir\i?/-^\A.l\u^,. '>i 
^?);:^::b^f^ ^4, 1?79 V^:)-^,^^-^^ )?3^olv^'J tV-^o g^3 uv^-.3 3Ui;;^^ o^ifil; 

H^tioa 0V3? o':^ oh'L^^?. V:\i^ Xz^^K 31vt:^ ;7s ^ i:^5p-^-;l ^'* \\ )C':o- 
'D'.^^, 1779 on a333aai: o^' t-:i^ ::^3:V;^ n-* ^ov^^n^.? ji? itoa 3'' ^sv: 

Y3?k. '^sv: x3^:c ^ad 'la;: i^,:!3S'U^8 pi:-"^3i ij!;^ ii 33-nlLii3o vlvi 

VB'^y-'-li'c^ly fo/? c:i3 ;73l''^.''3 '^ni iri303'i.l5:':33 o? V^-;^];)!!:. 4s ifc 
7-513 iiipDssLole for so-if? 530 ^•^^.be ju?n5.'l3':i3'i^ '-ji s^ri3^ in 3^3 • 

L03^1Uy, bha OSnols 3^ l/3^.i^3-:;: .73r^3 ^"3^3^:1 t3 G^^<:3 ri)33i.l3l ^3- 

bion. r.i8 £>3\r3r^a3'? ?:?.i oouacil D33eib3<' 10, 1779 p-ibli^hei ?a 
"^j^-^'X dsjl^-?!!^ tn=^t t'ley ;;3^5 not bound to 3ub::.ii: bo ths 3x3- 
3Jbi3n y( z ol^n b:3y b^l. l %v3.i t3 c-. oo'oi^f^oeaa by 13^ ^^ vx:)iM!^f 
3r,^b.^3, nor b3 all3;7 03'v;5':^333 t3 l.-ib^:^\.^ • jl3 vrlb-: ba3 iafc3?-r:;l 
poIi33 zt] 30v3r'-V!5ib 3l 73^1:0 it, r^^y 7;...^^ n:i* r30i-3:^3'ib3'l vvi 
33.:H not suoivlb go bu •'^v:;^L.ibi3L:5. f'h^y v;3./-^ "v.j- '^3 b-^-.:^ 
b:v^ sh:r3 Oi t:i3 011^33-: o-:* cm :73p'cr3ii ib3 ^'i':*3b 337.'^:3 — 
3 = nb, iif 3jnibt3-:i :"'ib3 bb3 :nI.oi. 0"o::':':^3 bc3;: 1:) cobi":'! iob^l 
•Jj'i^ i;, 17::i'J, 7;a3a bh-^y ?3.^3l.73! b^-.b b'13 33b-i Ol* b- 1 ;33pl3 0!:' 
b:i3 .';3;7 'J:]:ov :1::'3 -c^-nb^ 7;3-^3 -in ;^-:' :^- ^b ;bl-, ?''^j ^Tv-:"^i.'^ \'i 

b'*3 03"^:- ^^i vnl":^?3 0'-' b'H 'l3i.b3i ^b^i:^:, .;:.( j-^^-^k^'-.] 33 ''.-^'^^ 

•ip t:]3 ■:^bb3f:' In S3ob3:!b3':'. 

I. :^nU: 0^: \1^r:^ 7^1. Mj:, p.l-^'. 
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:-ov-;n.i:)(^ '^l.i'iwM 'i^^oliaa 'i,z c:b Pr^:!."!^!!: of i;:):j"v^-:. 



m:^':'.^ ^:": Dv^(?.-:l J3 to g']^ •n^U'^'.L •:'"L'^'1':" jV.-;:] l''^7 ::f.v^ :m Li.':-"':.y 

i"ili:i'?iz:j D\'3i' t'\:.': 3i:^i:3, s: l' = "? cB :?slai:33 go g.i^I? s;-io:3.:3^ 
?: ^ ^v^3 a:i:i l:; -so ^r-.? •:; ^ov^e-i :^ •:;. ;;3'i ^--^---b^ :'>?.3 ^l?,i:3a g-^ 

no >^l^^'^:H"'Lv^: thry '1j:^g TSLV'^r* cio:U sO Me an;r.f:'':':'»i:^:i. e 

A 

Vo''".:j.jg a^roaoi''-'] Ooi-j.-^oo i"0 uo-^ii^i'i I:-]-,!] :i2:;.i'iDb G^a cio^ 

n ^ 7 ^ ,^ ■, c .1 -\ ] ; o -> ,^ ■% ' -1 ■- •.-> •; ',/ '-N '1 n ^ •» '- '- O :« '' ^ ^ ■ "> ." "*> -I I '7 '> ". "N '" :s -. I" "l "> *» ' — ^ 

:- . 7 » -/->>: .1 _ ^ ._v y / . I ,' • » , J . .-J ' J . .. :> ^ ^ . .j - ^^ •-/ -J L./ y '. ^ -j y ^ O '- y * ■ v 

3 L h \ '. '. r* D '.7 1 : "i "I r, 1 -. "^ i; \ = • 3 g - g s o G'-r g .1 ^ ^ gj 5 .i./ . 

^■^r ";G^3''3 0'' gI OQ V' ' ^ "^ L i '! ^ "^ r - ''• t.'l ^!"" !'■-;:• I '!* =: G ! ^ -i^'lll ''* \\^. GG"":, 

_. ' ! * - ': ',S7l i*.? GG.':!!^- 1^, ::G"f ::£•;'•£ " ". 11':g''^7 to C\:^a'^ d-- -3- 

3^0^ G^^^'lS of 33 ':-'GM 01 O'! : • -.1 L l ci? r :7lG] D'^~'''- --^'.Sni. l':-r'*G 

L3 no ^0;;l-B nc :1:G GD 333i3G GG^ ^ 1;. ' ^ G 5 Ollj CD Id'^-^ G3^ G.'i 

in "10O3 1.13.133. V:?.iO'lG '' G * I G ^av^i^sl;^ mU'I i:'^3 I'OL^LaS, -Ml 30'ui£- 

Digitized by vriOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



^'r';:'''". \ ^'?. 6:13 hr- C^'l'-'l /.I'l '^Glv^ ^-'^'^ 'I"! h''i- 7 ^ :* .71 Ch J'/^ ^ 

u «-/ t ,/ -r '. , w« . ^1-^ * ij ^ •:• * •> ^ ^ , J .->->.. ^ ^ .../._; X V J ^ .^ J . ^ 'o J w* - -k w > -' ^"^ 
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CHAPTER III 
NEaOTIATIONS WITH CANADA 

The generals and ministers of isngland were not slow to 
talce advantage ot any means by which they eould wealcen the 
oomDion enemy, and It was their polloy, after the failure of 
Btirgoyne's campaign. of 1777, to conciliate the colonists 
wherever It was possible. 

General Burgoyne had Issued a proclamation July 4th, 
1777, promising security to all who would assist him, or 
provide food for his amy, nor hinder his march by destroy- 
ing the bridges, and who should in no way help the American 
azmy.^ He thought the promise of security, and fredom frcn 
the horrors of war would cause many of the people to becone 
loyal to Britain, frcn self-Interest, if from no other cause. 
Learning of the contest of vexmont for independence and the 
bitter feeling which existed between Veimont and New York, 
England tooK the first opportunity to negotiate with Vexmont 

*** 
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oonoeming a raunlon with cnnada. Lord Oeisnalne wrote to 
Clinton, March 3rd, 1778, that steps were to be talcen towards 
reoonolllatlon with vezmont. 

As early as Deoamber 12th, 1778, Mr. Xllott wrote to 
Lord Carlisle, in reference to Gkyveznor Clinton's address to 
the Hew York Assembly: "Oorremor Ethan Allen and his new 
province are resolved to come to no texms, but to support 
their own independence* Oovemor Clinton of Hew York is 
resolved to maXe him submit. Connecticut and Hew Hampshire 
will aid Allen as they want land and will aid Yezmont 
against Congress ."i Chief justice s&ith of Hew York wrote 
to Carlisle, December 12th, 1778; "Mr. Tiyon's plans for re- 
storing peace in venaont was by compensating the Hew Hamp- 
shire claimants for their actual possessions, out of the 
other waste lands of the crown, with a suspension of the pay- 
ment of quitr-rents an the new grants for a Itmg time. The 
trouble could have been composed at little e:(pense. He sug- 
gested a council of police with general, but very full, pow- 
ers to settle such disputes and work xipon the interest." 

Oeneral Henry Clinton wrote to William Men, "Ethan Al- 
len is a man of infamous character. He may, in my opinion, 

**• 
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loe easily tempted to throw off any dependence on the tyranny 
of congress and made useful to our govemment hy giving him 
and his adherents the property of all land appropriated to 
the rebels and malclng that oountry a separate government, de- 
pendent on the Cronn and laws of Oreat Britain. This would 
draw others from the rebels and thus wealcen them." ^ 

On December 26th, Chief Justice smith wrote: ^ "The Mili- 
tia of New York have had action with Allen." In January and 
February, 1779, letters of lUce nature were sent to Carlisle. 

On January 19th, 1779, he wrote to Mr. Panning: "Ver- 
mont still maintains her revolt, aoveznor Cllnt(»i favors 
violence against them but he cannot carry It out. Clinton 
holds lands in that countxy under a New York title." « Mr. 
A. E116tt wrote the same to Lord Carlisle. smith wrote to 
Carlisle that the revolt of Vezmont had thrown the rest of 
the colonies into constexnatlon.s Ck>od use may be madd of 
this subdivision of the factions. If vexmont succeeds, 
thousand of loyal and disloyal subjects will be ruined. Many 
well disposed subjects have proaoted the present division to 
embarrass and overturn the congressional power. 

The first definite Instructions, relative to the move- 

*•• 
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ment for reunion, were given W Lord aexmalne to Oeneral 
HaldlnuuAd, April, 1779,1 He was referred to a copy of a let- 
ter to Clinton, which would Infoim hla "of the encouragement 
he Is authorized to hold out to the country they style ver-* 
mont to induce them to return to their allegiance," and "It 
was his Ua;)esty'8 pleasure that he should endeavor to open a 
negotiation with them.«^ "sir Henry Clinton was authorized 
to erect It into a separate province and to oonflzm the pos- 
sessors of land in their titles, what further assurance It 
may be necessary to hold out to them you must he the best 
judge." "It Is very lanportant to restore them."* 

March 17th, 1790, aemalne again urged upon Haldlnand 
the vast importance of drawing Veznont over, the means of 
acocmpllshlng It, and Inducements to be offered. In August, 
he repeated the Instructions that It was ^rery essential and, 
In December, gave specific Instructions that Vexmont would 
be a separate province with every, prerogative and Immunity. 
Haldlmand should act with great caution, should Vexm<»it re- 
unite, two battalions of ten ccnpanles should be raised with 
promise of half pay, and Allen and Chittenden were to be ap- 
pointed lleutenantr-oolonels . sir Henry Clinton acted upon 

•*• 
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the adTloe of aemalne, before General Haldlmand liad an op- 
portunity to do 80, and was In actual oorreapondenoe with 
Ethan Allen within a few months after reoelvlng his Instruo- 
tlons. He Infoxaed Oeneral Haldljnand, September 9th, 1779, 
of his negotiations with Ethan Allen .^ His messenger had 
arrived with an answer from Allen to the effeot that "he 
would raise four thousand men, attack the axny under Clinton, 
against the Indians, and that his magazines etoetera were 
ready." He had reocanm^ided Allen to fall baoK on Canada 
and cooperate with General Haldlmand, or else join hin, Clin- 
ton, if he thought it expedient, and enroll men and name of- 
ficers. The rumors seem to oonfiln the reports of Allen's 
intentl<»i. 

This is the first reference I hare found of actual nego- 
tiations between the two parties. There was an exchange^ of 
Tlews between the British leaders up to March, 1780, but no 
other reference to any between them and the people of Vezmont. 
March srd, 1780, colonel Beverly Robinson, a British officer, 
addressed a letter to colonel E. Allen, malcing overtures to- 
wards reunion. The letter stated that the writer had teen 

^Canadian Archives, 1887, page 541. 
s Stevens Mss«, page 122. 
Canadian Archives, 1897:541-550; 1885, page 278. 
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Infozmed that CoKmel Allen and most of the Inhabitants of 
vexmont were opposed to separation from dreat Britain, and 
were establishing an Independent state. one of the oauses 
of the contlniiance of the war was that those who desired an 
equitable connection with the mother country did not oenmun- 
6ate with each other. He thought that two regiments might 
be placed In Vemont In support of the rosral cause. Allen 
should feel free to communicate; any proposal he should make 
would be referred to the conmander-ln-Ohlef . If Veimont 
would take an aotlre part with Great Britain, she would be 
organized as a separate government. Should the letter not 
be approved, he hoped no insult would be shown the bearer, 
and the matter co\ild drop into oblivion. Any friend, bring- 
ing a proposition, should be protected and allowed to retiim. 

Allen consulted with the other Veimont leaders and It 
was thought best to return no answer. There was seme corre- 
spondence carried on with the British In regard to a cartel 
for the exchange of prisoners, but the Veimont leaders made 
this an opening wedge for further action If necessity should 
demand it. on the 7th of cTuly^ Ethan Allen wrote to Major 
carleton that he had received his letter with the one enr- 

iKlngsford, William,- History of o?aiada, VII: 77. The 
Canadian Archives (1888, page 780) says the date was Octo- 
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Closed fron Haldlnand to Chittenden. STerjr respeot woxad be 
paid to a flag betoKenlng an aooredlted agent and no hostil- 
ities pemltted* A slmllaT obsexranoe was expected on the 
part of the British, when a proper person should be sent to 
arrange for a cartel. The correspondence contains nothing 
definite until October, 1780. In August, Raldlmand answered 
Sir Henrjr Clinton's letter of the previous year and told him 
that no dependence could be placed on the word of Allen or 
of those associated with hlja In Veimont, who could not be 
bound by laws or ties I "If Allen could aim four thousand 
men It would not be safe to trust hln In the province for he 
might seize It. He Is raising a force to defend his country 
against the King. and Congress. Allen has never made any 
overtures to me.» Later he changed his opliilcm and said 
that Ethan Allen was expected to be In Canada with six hun- 
dred dreen Mountain Boys. 

Affairs are now to asaame a different phase. In the 
latter part of October, 1780, under Instructions from Uajor 
carleton, and with power to treat with those whom he should 
meet. Captain Justus Sherwood went to skenesboro and for- 
warded dispatches to Ethan Allen at castleton. on October 

1 Canadian Archives, 1887, page 547. 
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29th, shervood had an Intexrlew with Allen .^ A council of 
field was sunnoned to whom Allen explained that he found 
Sherwood's instruoti<m8 "scmewhat disoretionaiy." Aooord" 
ingly, he desired a short taUc with him hefore the meeting. 
Sherwood explained that he had business of Unportance to oom- 
munieate, hut must ask Allen's word of honor that no advan- • 
tage should he taKen if his propositions were not agreeable. 
Allen acc^ted these conditions, provided "it was no damned 
Arnold plan" to sell his oountrjr and his own honor by betrasr^ 
Ing his trust. slierwood assured him that it was honorable, 
and entered upon the business of his mission. He told Allen 
that, in Haidimand's view, congress was only duping the peo- 
ple of Vexm(sit and would crush them when there was an oppor- 
tunity. He gave him Haldlmand's proposition,- that Yezmont 
should re;)oin Qreat Britain, and urged him to aocept it. Al- 
len protested that no personal considerations would Influ- 
ence him. He had been offered a lieutenantr-col<»iel ' s com- 
mission if he would change sides, but refused. But, as 
Vermont was dearer to him than life, he would consider the 
propositions. Allen agreed to keep the proposals secret and 
the two returned to the oouncil. Arrangements, satisfactory 

iKingsford, William,- History of Canada, VIII: 78, 79. 
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to both sides, were concluded and shenrood pledged himself 
that no offensive operations shotad be undertaken, guaran- 
teeing to Infom Carleton through a flag that he had given 
this pledge* 

A circular letter was, accordingly, written to all the 
oonmandlng officers of Yensont, Infozmlng them that a truce 
had been entered Into.^ The council ended, and Major Fay un- 
dertook to deliver Sherwood's despatch. On the following 
dcQr, Sherwood Infoimed Allen that he had brought secret pro- 
posals and that they could be produced. Allen told hjsi to 
leave them where they were, and when Ira Allen and Major Fay 
came, he should open the business with them with care, and 
not tell then of his ccoiversatlon with Sherwood. Sherwood 
was to propose nothing to them but neutrality and that to 
take place when the course had been forced upon them by the 
tyranny of Congress, and an obstinate refusal on her part to 
grant vexmont her rights. Sherwood sranmed up the result of 
the conference with Allen,- that his attadment to the lib- 
erties of America was strong and only treatment such as was 
being forced upon the Vexmont people could lead him to aban- 
don the cause; were he to make a declaration of such intea- 

^Klngsford, William,- History of Canada, vil:79. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



36 

tion, his people would <nit off his head* Vezm<mt could not 
nov defend herself, nor was Raldliaand afldle to send a force 
sufficient to protect her* Shortly, a manifesto woxzld be 
published In which Tezmont would declare herself a neutral 
power and, if forced to it, she would call upon Canada for . 
aid* He aslced about the sane conditions which Haldlmand 
was prepared to grant* Allen assured hja that it would re- 
quire tine and, on account of the danger, he reconnended 
that Haldlnand's flag should always include some negotiation 
with New YorK, as well as with veinont* It was distinctly 
stated that should yemont be recognized as a separate state 
the negotiations shoiild end. 

Owing to a j^LLse report of the presence of Major Oarle- 
ton and a body of troops, Sherwood was arrested, but, by 
order of Governor Chittenden, was released and started for 
Canada, Noyember 11th, after arranging with Ira Allen and 
Major 7ay for a cartel* November 4th, Allen wrote to Carle- 
ton that he had been infomed that hostilities were to cease 
on the northem frontier of New Yoxk.^ Allen had insisted 
that the frontiers should extend to the Hudson river. "This 
is proof of Allen's attaoMent to the Amerioan cause.** 

I Canadian Archives, 1888. page 780. 
•Dunlop, ¥.,- History of New York, Ilt219. 
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Haldljnand was Infoimed I37 Ooyeznor Chltt^iden, No^eaniber 
6th, that he had laid the letters, relating to a cartel, be- 
fore the Legislatiire and Uajor 7ay and Ira Allen were ap- 
pointed to settle the cartel. 

About the same date, Ethan Allen wrote again to ifajor 
Carleton, sajrlng that the intelligence received from Sher- 
wood would answer carleton' s letter. He assured him that 
the cartel would be carried out on honour8A>le teaaui and with 
Texnont alone, and requested that the teims of the truce 
should extend to the frontiers of New York. It would be 
the last time he shoiild propose anything of the Idnd to a 
British officer, several letters were exchanged between the 
Tezmont leaders and the Canadian authorities in regard to a 
cartel, between August and December, 1780, but nothing fur- 
tlier, in regard to a reimion, was suggested. Sherwood, Aug- 
ust 29th, 1780, wrote to General Powel that Ethan Allen was 
reported to be raising men for the British aovexnment and 
would aid them if congress should refuse the claims of Ver- 
mont.^ He proposed a flag of truce, to be sent under the 
pretense of public business, so that General Haldlmand's 
proposals might be connrunicated to Allen and suggested that 
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they oarrr off Ooveznor Chittenden, Bailey and Major l&ben- 
eser Allan. The rest oould be brought over by other means. 
On the aane date he wrote: "The leading men will be bounti- 
fully rewarded If they bring back the people of Veimont.* 
The British ccmoltided that they were in a fair way to effect 
their purpose and December 20th, 1780, Haldlnand gave in- 
structions to Justus Sherwood and George Sbiyth, with full 
power, to negotiate with the people of Vezmont for the ex- 
change of prisoners and authorized them to assure the people 
of Yenaont that they shall have an independent government of 
their own and elect their own civil officers.^ The utmost 
cautL on was necessary in view of their powerful ensmles and 
the prejudices to be combated. He proposed to raise two bat- 
talions, whose officers were to be appointed by Governor 
Chittenden and the council of Vermont. Those promoting the 
reunion were to receive gratuities. He would s«id three 
thousand troops to Lake Champlaln. The negotiations were to 
be secret, but the truce could not be privately continued. 
He agreed that the negotiations should cease and that every 
step which had led to them be forgotten, in the event of 
Congress' recognition of Veimont as a state. 

••• 
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Owing to tbe early winter and the freezing of the Lake, 

1 
the eoamlssloners were unable to meet at the cqpfppolnted time* 

During the period when this correspondence was being 
carried on with Quebec, Oovemor Chittenden wrote to the 
goreznors of Hew York, New Hsnipshlre, and Massachusetts, and 
made a positive demand that they relinquish all claim of Jur- 
isdiction over the State of Tezmont, and proposed a union 
for defense against the British forces. 

January 15th, 1781, Oovexnor GMttenden wrote to Wash- 
ington, exprsslng their esteem for his services and the loy- 
alty of the Yeaaont people to the cause. He asked for a 
sufficient number of prisoners to effect an exchange. 

In February, 1789, Beverly Robinson again wrote to Al- 
len, Inf oimlng him that he had sent two copies of his let- 
ter and had received no answer; "but the frequent accounts 
we have had for the three months past from your country con- 
fliBs me In the opinion I had of your Inclination to join 
the King's cause •** 

Ethan Allen sent two of Robinson's letters to the Pres- 
ident of congress, March 9th, saying that they were the only 
two received frcm Robinson and no answer had been given.* He 

•*• 
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made a vigorous plea abou:t the exposed condition of Yezmont 
and olajmed the right to agree on a oessatlon of hostilities 
with Great Britain If the united States would not aooept her 
applications.! while he was loyal to the oause of his ooun- 
try, he was detemlned to defend the Independence of Veinumt. 
He did not tell of the various other letters sent, nor of 
his own negotiations with other British agents. Chittenden 
and Allen were using every neans to prevail iqpon Congress to 
recognize their independence and loyalty and admit thesa to 
statehood* congress was afraid to take vigorous action In 
political .life, at this time as the evnts of the war were 
not favorable to the American cause, so she adopted the pol- 
icy of delay In regard to the claim of Yexmont. 

General Haldlmand, April 30th, wrote to Lord Gezmalne, 
expressing his suspicion that Ethan Allen was endeavoring to 
deceive both Congress and themselves and that Gezmalne had 
been too sanguine. Tezmont would be guided by Interest. 
May 1st, Ira Allen was appointed to settle a cartel and. If 
possible, to procure an aimlstlce. This must be obtained or 
the frontier be evacuated. Only a few of the leaders were 
Infoxmed of the whole matter. Ira Allen went to isle-aux-Kolx 
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and entered Into negotiations with J. Sherwood, lasting from 
the 8th to the 25th of Hay. The cartel was arranged with 
the proper officials and negotiations were talcen up between 
colonel Sherwood and Ira Allen. ^ The General Assemhly had 
authorized an exchange of prisoners, but the leaders, seeing 
their opportimlt7 to gain an advantage, had turned it to ao-* 
oountt The negotiations, during the month, were reported by 
Sherwood as follows: Ira Allen infoimed Sherwood that he had 
no authority to treat oonceming union but slxaply to lay the 
matter and sltxiation before General Haldlmand and inform hjim 
that matters were not ripe for any permanent proposal; the 
people were not yet prepared for reunion. The leaders were 
anxious for a neutrality and wished to settle a cartel for 
the exchange of prisoners and, at the same time, Keep the 
door open for future negotiaticms . Veimont now Included all 
the territory from Mason's line to the Hudson river. Allen 
seemed to Sherwood very cautious and intricate. He would 
not malce proposals, but wished to see General Haldlmand. He 
said that the Yezmont people would insist tqpon electing 
their own governor, and, when they were rl^e for proposals^ 
they would not go further than neutrality during the war. 



^American MSS. of the Revolution, 169, pages 31 to 50. 
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and a free charter after that. on the 17th, Allen said the 
leading men were trying to isrlng about a union by way of 
neutrality. They had talcen In the sast and west imlons to 
en(barras8 congress and strengthen themselyes for a revolit- 
tlon or, at least, to provide for recognition as a neutral 
power* . Allen aff limed that prlnotple Inclined hln, and 
VezBont, In general, to wish for the success of America, but 
Interest and self-preservation inclined them to hope for the 
success of areat Britain. He was anxious to see how the war 
would turn out. He explained the necessity for sending Rob- 
inson's letters to congress to secure the safety of General 
Allen, as it was previously known in public that such let- 
ters had been sent. On the 21st, Allen was shown a copy of 
Haldimand's instructions, and was satisfied of the General's 
power to treat. He said that he would efface, as much as he 
was able, the idea of a truce, sttbsisting between Great Brit^ 
ain and vexmont, and assured Sherwood that he and his broth- 
er would do all tliey could to bring about a reunion, if they 
were only allowed time, on the 23rd, Allen said that very 
few of the people and only part of the Legislature, and many 
even did not icnow that. He was more sanguine and thought 
that it was to the interest of Vermont to accept the teims 
offered. 

Sherwood told him that he wished he C Allen! had spok- 
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en with such candor at flrat as the change gave room for 
susplolon that he now acted iipon design. The following day 
Allen asserted that he would positively declare to the other 
states that no tru^e, nor probability of one, subsisted be- 
tween General Haldlmand and Veimont. He was sony he was 
not able to enter into any proposal for a union. He said 
that he and his family had large fortunes which they did not 
intend to lose, if there were any possibility of saving them. 
He thought that definite arrangements could be made to hear 
tram them by July 20th, and they woxad then be ready to 
treat. 1 During the conference, Ira Allen gave answers rela- 
tive to Vemont, her early active participation in the re- 
bellion, their motives now and their reasons for desiring an 
azmlstlce and Its advantages to the British, and what help 
could be expected** These were written down by Major Ler- 
noult and forwarded to Oeneral Haldlmand. 

captain Sherwood's letters to his brother officers, dur- 
ing this period, show in what light he considered the nego- 
tiations and their purpose.* He wrote in one letter of tlie 
Inherent deceit of Allen and his party and the demand for 
neutrality; in another he says: "Allen's c<»iduct is equlvo- 

•*• 

^Canadian Archives, 1888, pages 851, 852. 

* Records of aovemor and council of state of Vexmcmt, 
Il:415. 
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cal and his negotiations imsatlafaotory; I thlnX a good amy 
would soon bring them to teims and would urge vigorous meas- 
ures. ■ Again, later: "Allen is apparently for reunion, but 
I dotfbt his sincerity." "The result of the negotiations with 
Vexmont win depend on the turn of affairs at the Chesapeake." 

The oonmissloners were puzzled with regard to the char- 
acter of what had taXen place. They understood, plainly that 
Vermont was acting from Interest and not from loyalty. Al- 
len at first was reserved; then he became candid and open, 
yet not sanguine. He admitted that many would be decidedly 
opposed to the proposition, and would ruin those who carried 
it out, if they could. While the negotiations were being 
oonduoted in May, letters were written by many of those ac- 
quainted with the facts to varloiis persons in the secret, 
for divers reasons and purposes. colonel Robinson infoxmed 
Haldijaand that the leaders expected that the colonies would 
fall and so would make no definite arrangements except with 
the crown. 1 it would be best for England to let her play a 
double game until they could assiire her of support, as the 
majority were still opposed to reunion. Time must be given 
them to prepare the people. The western expansion was a 

^Veznont Historical collections, 11:120. 
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project of Ipa Allen's, perhaps to find a count epbalanoe 
against th8 ma;|orlty, and It Is said that he was against the 
Eastern \mlon. Ira Allen wrote a long letter of infoima:- 
tlon In respect to the state of Veimont, and enclosed the 
clrciilar letters sent to the neighboring states, with the 
e^iplanatlan that they were designed as a political stroke to 
Keep them from ooinnitting hostilities when Veimont should 
declare neutrality. He gave the steps leading to the East 
and west unions and the benefits to Vemont derived from 
them; He explained the reasons for sending Robinson's let- 
ters to congress and the action of approval by the Assembly. 
It was to be hoped that Veimont would be ready to negotiate 
by the next meeting of the Assembly. 

General Haldlmand was of the opinion that all this was 
for the p\irpose of gaining time and Influence with congress 
rather than for forwaiMing the negotiations, and deteimined 
to put a stop to all treating with them unless they would do 
sonethlng.^ He wrote to Ira Allen that he could not accept 
a treaty of neutrality and regretted the results that might 
follow from the exposure of the secret. He demanded that a 
denial should be made publicly in regard to a suspension of 

••• 
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axms, and no more flags sent xmless the Assembly should cone 
to a decision. 

Captain Ifathews wrote to Sherwood, May 21st, 1781, that 
Haldimand wis lied him to oicourage the Vemonters to a reun^ 
ion.i He was to use 8u<di overtures as he thought heat, but 
to guard against the duplicity those people possess. 

On the same day, Ira Allen wrote to Major Lemoult that 
the Legislature wo\ad meet July 20th, and if it is not a 
certainty that prisoners will be exchanged it may be very 
prejudicial to some more Important matters. On the next 
day he urged the same matter and asked for time. He would 
\indeceive the neighboring states In regard to a truce, and 
the commissioners would be sent as soon as possible. He 
wrote to Major Dundas that he could not Imagine where the 
idea that he was proposing a truce originated.^ He would be 
glad to have proposals from the commissioners. Major Dundas 
replied that the word truce did not originate from Allen's 
letter or proposal, and they had no proposals to malce. Ko 
arrangements could be effected until commissioners were sent 
with full powers. 

June 18th, 1781, the Assembly of Vexmont resolved that 



^vexmont Historical collections, 11:126. 
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an Inqulzy be made the following day into the groinds of the 
report of a treaty with Canada, i The Governor and the Coim- 
ell attended on the Assembly and the Qovexnor proceeded to 
state the facts: that In consequence of applications from 
several persons, praying that some measures might be taXen 
to procure the exchange of their friends who were prisoners ' 
in Canada, in the recess of the Legislature, he had, with 
the advice of the council^ appointed and authorized colonel 
Ira Allen to go to isle-aux-Kolx to settle a cartel for the 
exchange of prisoners, in behalf of the state. colonel Al- 
len had, with difficxaty, done this and as he was present, he 
could give any further particulars. colonelAllen gave a 
▼ezbal statement of the whole transaction. The motion was 
put aitd carried that he produce the papers relative to the 
affair. The following day Allen produced a few letters rel- 
ative to the exchange of prisoners; the explanation was ac- 
cepted and ordered to be printed and to be sent to the other 
states . 

The ma;Jorlty, desirous of admission to the confederar- 
tion, proposed that commissioners should be sent to congress. 
At the same time, a resolution was passed, declaring that 

••• 
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Vaxmont should not be called v^an to pay any of the expenses 
of the war. Both measiires carried and Ira Allen, Fay, and 
woodvard were appointed ccnmlssloners . Before the Assembly • 
met the leaders gave Ira Allen a certificate of protection, 
stating where he had been, and wlqr, and that he had used his 
best policy by feigning or endeavoring to malce then believe 
that the State of Vezmont had a desire to negotiate a treaty 
of peace with Oreat Britain, thereby to prevent the lianedi- 
ate invasion of the frcm tiers of this State,- "We think it 
to be a necessaxy political manoeuver to save the frontier 
of this state." This was signed by eight persons .^ Anoth- 
er certificate of similar nature was given to Ira Allen, < 
when he wrote to Haldiaiand, July soth.' 

The spectators from Canada reported that General Allen 
was suspected of soliciting troops with which to ensnare Gen- 
eral Haldlmand's troops, and that Governor Chittenden would 
settle with Britain if the leading men were allowed to oonr- 
tlnue such under Britain, < and no damage for confiscated es- 
tates •« If these were not accepted, it was the business of 
Vexmont to spin out the summer in truces and prepare for de- 

*•• 
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fense. 

June 16th, 1782, Allen (Ethan?) wrote to Haldlmand of 
a conference that he had held with a British agmt and of 
the state of affairs in Vemont. He said that the refusal 
of Congress had aroiised a hitter resentment, with the conmon 
people. Vezmont is now a neutral Republic. The frontier 
towns favor the leaders. *I shall do everything in my power 
to render this state a British Province." The following 
month, Ira Allen went to Canada to secure the release of two 
officers, prisoners there. He wrote to Haldlmand, aslcing 
in regard to sacene's Charter and urging him to get a copy at 
it would comhine Vezmont and the vest union and assist in 
the wished-f or revolution which the leaders were very anx- 
ious to accoivplish.i He advised the raising of two regiments 
supported by the Icing, from the other provinces and station- 
ing them in veimont. He urged the Immediate recognition of 
Veimont toy a secret treaty, which was to toe ratified toy Oov- 
eznor Chittendoi, General Allen and the council, declaring 
Vezmont a British province. He had no authority to malce the 
proposition as he was merely an agent sent to negotiate a re- 
union. Most of file authorities and people were desirous of 
a reunion and money should toe sent to further it. Allen was 

•*• 
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certainly playing for time. This was agreeatle to Haldl- 
mand as he was doing the same thing. ^ He had been ordered 
by Lord shelbuzne to avoid all appearance of Insldlousness . 
He wrote to Ctovemor Chittenden that there would be no hos- 
tilities In the Vezmont district, inless events caopelled 
It. It was well understood by the British agents that Ver- 
mont woiild be guided by self-Interest; they estimated that 
one-fifth of the population would support the policy of the 
leaders, and that one-fifth were loyalists, desirous of 
union with the mother country* The other three-fifths were 
ardent supporters of congress and accustomed to domineer 
over and persecute the loyalists. The question was, how to 
win them over to Britain. There was some advantage obtain- 
able to Canada by the continuance of the negotiations, even 
when uncertain of the good faith of those engaged in them.*^ 
Canada was Ummme from invasion. Clinton expressed doubts 
of their sincerity and Lord Oezmain advised a show of force 
on the frontier and would allow the veisaont leaders to ex- 
tend their boundaries. > 

The question of the Hew Hampshire grants was to come up 
before congress at the next session. Accordingly, delegates 
from New York and New Hampshire and Vezmont were present 
when congress convened in August, 1781, and each state set 
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from Kew Yorle, New Hampshire, and Vezmont were present when 
Congress convened In August, 1781, and eaoh state set forth 
Its claims. 1 congress submitted seme queries to test, as 
It were, the feelings of veinont towards Congress. a In re- 
ply, Vemont agreed to contribute to the war such exp^ises 
as were ;judged equitable. With regard to the grants of 

r 

land to private individuals, they were prepared to be guided 
by oircumstanoes, without adhering to strict rules of law. 
on being asked what attempts, public and private, had been 
made by the enemies of congress to draw off the affections 
of Vemont, they replied that the only public documents were 
the letters of Beverly Roblnstm. They were unable to vouch 
in the matter of private correspondence. 

The state could furnish seven thousand militia and suf- 
ficient provisions for twelve months. 

Congress then passed resolutions that Vexmont must wlthr 
draw to her original territory before she would be recog- 
nized as a state »s 

congress was Influenced to take some action on account 
of an Intercepted letter, published August 4th, giving the 
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plans of the British In relation to the Veziaont people If 
Washington should attempt an Invasion of Canada. 

The resolutions of Congress were sent to aovemor Chlt~ 
tenden, with a vezfeal message frcm Washington, hy captain 
Heacoolc. The object was to learn whether the people of Ver- 
m<»it wotad he satisfied with the Independence suggested, or 
whether they seriously contemplated Joining the memy. CJov- 
einor Chittenden replied that the purpose of the negotiations 
was to secure protection, the people were for the united 
States and desired admission but would join the British 
rather than be forced to submit to New YorX, 

In August, the British agents met Major Fay to carry on 
the negotiations. They wrote to Haldlmand that Ira Allen's 
letter had been carefully read and that It had not the ap- 
pearance 6f the undisguised sentiments of an honest heart. ^ 
They had found Fay as imprepared to treat as was Ira Allen. 
He appeared candid and assured them they were bringing on 
the resolutions as fast as possible. He was willing to for- 
ward to the British all papers. Instructions of agents, of 
Congress, and doings of the Assembly, and regretted that he 
could not close with the British tezms. Fay was described 

••• 
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as honest or a perfect Jesuit, "We have too much reason to 
fear the latter." Fay asks that the negotiations he con- 
tinued until November; "they are spinning out the sunmer and 
Autumn,- truoes, cartels, and negotiations. Toy the explra^ 
tlon of which they hope to hear of the move for treaty In 
Vienna.* our fears are strengthened when we consider that 
the majority of these loaders were men of low character and 
of no consequence before the Rebellion. 

August 2nd, General Haldlmand wrote to sir Henry Olln- 
ton of Vexmont's actions in strengthening her forces and sug- 
gested that Ira Allen's letter was fraught with duplicity.^ 

Uajor 7ay wrote to Haidljnand, assuring hLm of good in- 
tentions, and expressing the hope that a change of govern- 
ments would be effected in October. > On August 16th, Haldl- 
mand answered, expressing his disappointment that Tay did 
not have more powers. > He had been asaured that the present 
flag would bring matters to an end. He Is sorry that the 
Vermont leaders have not acted promptly. He himself would 
have preferred a proclamation to express his views, rather 
than secrecy. The system of procrastination prevails, and 
Important letters are left behind. He had avoided hostlll- 

••• 
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ties on the faith of Allen's and ray 'a professions, "but no 
mope flags of tpuoe will be allowed, unless to signify ao- 
ceptance of his offers. 

While these negotiations were being carried on In se- 
cret, the actions of the vemont leaders caused considerable 
anxlet/ to the other states. As early as January 21st, 
1781, Chief Justice salth wrote to William Eden:"»I believe,' 
says Rochambeau, 'that there are Arnolds on erezy side,-^ is 
it to be wondered at when, from fear or affection, no force 
can be persuaded to move against Allen or Vezmont.'" 

aovexnor Clinton wrote to Ur. Schuyler of his belief in 
the disloyalty of the Vemont leaders, but a few days later ^ 
General Allen wrote to Schuyler, infoxming hln of a plot to 
capture him, and ass\ared him that the late reports of his 
correspondence with the enemy to the prejudice of the united 
States were wholly without foundation. Schuyler sent it to 
Washington, esgoressing doubts of Allen's sincerity and en- 
closed the letter of a pretended deserter, smith, incrimin- 
ating Allen. 

Washington ordered Schuyler to arrest him, if there 
were good grovinds for suspicion, but he believed the biaic of 
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the people were well affected. The Vennont leaders had op- 
enly said that they would Icame a truce with Great Britain, 
If congress did not grant then admission. ^ 

In accordance with previous arrangements, Sherwood and 
S&orth met Ira Allen and Fay at skenein^oro to exchange pris- 
oners, deliver letters, and, as they sizpposed, come to a 
definite arraigement for such pronlses had been Insinuated, ' 
if not actiially given, by Allen and 7ay.a They were in- 
foxmed that congress would reject the proposals made by Ver- 
mont, and that the new Legislature of Vexmont consisted most- 
ly of members personally unknown to each other; some time 
must be allowed before an appeal for a chang;e of government 
could be made to it. 

The plan of government for Vexmont as a British Colony 
was discussed, and it was agreed that it should be essential- 
ly the same as that established by the constitution and sjs- 
liar to that of the colony of Connecticut, except that the 
King in council should appoint the aovemor. The British 
Ccmimissloner sxaggested the capture of the Veimonters who 
were most violently opposed to the negotiations, but this 
was rejected. They then insisted that Veinont should do- 
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Glare Itself a British colony at once. The vexmont agents 
stated the objeotlons to this: The locality of vemont, adr* 
doming thick settlements of the united states:. The staunch 
Whigs soaong the body of the people; Ties of relationship 
with other states, and the difficulty with which Britain 
could defend them In the winter: They tirged that time, dur- 
ing an azmlstlce, was necessary to prepare the people for 
any (Shange. The British Commissioners toolc down in writing 
the heads of these objecti<»is, and "then suggested an in- 
struction, which they were not at liberty to deviate from 
without putting an end to the axmlstico,^which was, that His 
Excellency, General Haldimand should, in pursuance of full 
powers vested in him by His Majesty in council, issue a 
proclamation offering to oonfim Veimont as a colony under 
the Crown." 

The Veimont agents, according to Allen, protested vig- 
orously, at first, against this and were "unpleasantly situ^ 
ated, " but consented to. have the proclamations brought up 
the lalce rather than brealc the aimistice. They proposed 
that the "Proclamation should contain the texms the court of 
Great Britain have authorized His Excellency to give Ver- 
mont." "That there shoTild be no \mdue advantage taXen of 

J^Records of the Governor and council of the state of 
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such Proclamation; we propose that It he lodged with the 
General Oonmlss loners on the Lake;" that as soon as the Leg- 
islature had re;jected the proposal of Congress to limit the 
territor/ of Vemont, a confidential messenger would he sent 
with the intelligence and the proclamation with a flag then 
he sent to the Governor , and submitted to the Assemhly. ^ 
When the proposal was made that a proclamation should be is-^ 
sued, General Haldimand submitted certain questions which 
Fay and Allen answered* They thought the proclamation 
would add numbers to the object. 

General Haldimand drew up the proclamation^ and sent it 
to General Clinton* for advice. It contained the plan of 
government as outlined above, with the addition of free 
trade with Canada. He thought the actions of the leaders 
obscure and mysterious and had unfavorable suspicions. He 
planned to have a strong force at Crown Point when the Assem- 
bly met.* 

on October 27th, General Haldimand was informed by his 
agents that it was not best to issue the proclamation yet, 
and enclosing a letter from Allen, » saying that the Southern 

**• 
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Gsntpalgn was haying conaldaratle Influence and urged delay. 
Final auceess, however, was assuired. 

The Legislature of Vezmont met October 16th, and It was 
resolved that the Legislature could not ccnply with the res- 
olutions of Congress without destroying the whole foundatl<»i 
of the present universal haxnony and agreement that subsists 
In the state and a violation of solemn ccnpact entered into 
by articles of union and confederation; that the resolutions 
of Congress of the 7th and 20th of August "precluded any 
propositions made by the agents on the 15th of August, and 
that It oi:ight not to be considered binding*' It was recooH- 
mended that Texmont should remain firm to the principles on 
which the government had been assumed. A resolution was 
passed to s end to Congress an extract from the articles of 
union, which enforced that no member should submit to arbi- 
tration the Independence of vexmont. They were willing to 
consider the question of boundary. 

some of the meiobers newly elected were more favorable 
to Congress than those defeated, so the leaders claimed. 
Those prominent In the movement were reported to be gloomy 
over the prospect. On all sides It was seen that at this 



••* 



^Records ©f the Governor and the council of the state 
of Vezmont, II:S21. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



59 

oriels It was undesirable to Issue the proclamation. Haldl- 
mand expressed his tellef In the good faith of the leaders, 
and occupied Grown Point with one thousand men, and other 
operations were begun to carry weight and Influence. Tlie 
oapltTzlatlon of Gomwallls destroyed all hopes of any suo- 
oessfol result. The procamatlon was never Issued. 

Many letters were exchanged among the British relative 
to the situation in Vezmont, from September to January, 1782, 
holding out hopes for a reunion, but all were doubtful when 
the result of the Southern campaign was made Known. ^ 

In consequence of the favorable news from Yoxktown, New 
York became more self asserting and In December a special 
ueetlng of the Assembly was called at Poughkeepsle . Febru- 
ary 28th, 1784, Oovemor Clinton laid before the Legislature 
what are described as "affidavits and papers which prove a 
dangerous Intercourse and connection between the leaders of 
the revolt In the north-eastern part of the state ( so Ver- 
mont was styled) and the comnon enemy." The matter was re- 
ferred to a Committee which reported that Vexmont had negor- 
tlated a treaty, that troops were to be raised for the King 
and that the disaffected wore emigrating to the territory. 
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It was resolved that New York enforce Its authority and that 
the papers should be forwarded to Congress. 

The affidavits were those of John Edgar and David kheel 
two escaped prisoners, and with the letter contained the 
sut stance of the secret negotiations. 

T. Jones, In his History of New YorK, Volume II, says ' 
that the letter was given to Governor Clinton toy Chief Jmb- 
tloe smith, an old friend, to whom It had been given by Sir 
Henry Clinton for his opinion; this, however. Is not true.' 

Madison, In several letters, exoressed his apprehensions 
over the Vexmont subject. Congress tooX up the matter, 
Febraaxy 19th, 1782, and gave the latlmatum to vexmont: to 
accept her teius or force would be used. The Vexmont Assemr- 
bly voted to relinquish the claim to. the territory without 
her boundary line, before they heard of these resolutions. 
This was disapproved by Ira Allen and Fay, the agents to Con- 
gress, because It woiQd wedken vexmont and they did not be- 
lieve Congress would admit then anyway. Governor Chittenden 
had written to Washington In the fall of 1781, and Washing- 
ton replied January 1st, 1782, 'urging Vexmont to withdraw 

*** 
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her claims and assuring her that Congress would oonfiim ver~ 
mont as a state. He toolc It for granted that there vas no 
serious Intention on the part of the Veimont negotiations, 
but pointed out their dangerous influence. This had noe 
been done and March 16th, 1782, Chittenden informed washmgr 
ton of their action and hoped for a speedy admission. The 
people of Vezmont were of one sentiment in the common cause. 
"The glory of Merica is our glory, and with our country we 
mean to live or die, as fate shall be." 

Madiscai thought, April 2nd, that Vexmont would now be 
admitted, but the reconnendation of the committee, April 
17th, was not acted upon as the pulse of nine states did not 
beat favorably to it.& success in the war made the states 
and congress more independent and aggressive in their ac- 
tions toward the Vermont question, and, as a resiat, the 
venaont leaders were forced again to try their foimer tac- 
tics. Promises of a speedy settlement, failure of the South- 
ern campaign, and winter combined to put an end to the nego- 
tiatiOTs. Both parties were, therefore, anxious, early in 
the spring, to resume correspondence, and, in March, 1782, 
shortly after the demands of Congress, letters were ex- 
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Changed.^ Haldlmand was ooni^lnced that there was some desire 
f:or reconolllatl<»i; hoirever, the probability of Its being 
brought to pass had been weakened; and as he had received 
Instraotlons to spare no expense, he still retained a strong 
detachment at Grown Point. 

Early In the summer of 1782, Haldlmond received ordrrs 
frcB carleton at New York to act only on the defensive; In- , 
stractlons attributable to the beginning of peace negotlsr- 
tlons.' April 28th, he infoxmed sir Henry Clinton that the 
differences In their Instructions In regard to Veimont made 
It difficult to act. He favored coercion. He was much con- 
cerned over the substance of the negotiations being printed 
In a newspaper, as It proves that confidence has been be- 
trayed. In another letter. In Kay, he expresses his be- 
lief In their sincerity, as they report a gain In influence.' 
In July, Haldlmand dexorlbes his embarrassment to Clinton. 
The change In the home administration suggested that he 
coiad not continue to act towards veimont as he had done im- 
tU he received instructions as to the course he should pur- 
sue* He was detaining the messenger, and keeping the Ver- 
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mont people in a fenrora'ble spirit. In the event of an at^ 
taolc upon Canada their alliance would "be of Innportance. An- 
other messenger reports that all but tvo of the members of 
the Council are friendly, the others will do all in their 
power to reunite with Canada. August 11th, he writes of the 
proposals of Veimont to join, provided they are not exposed 
to the rage of the other Colonies. i under tbvex of suspen- 
sion of hostilities, thousands, the people think, would 
flock to their country. August 28th, he shows much anxiety 
respecting vemont;aand, Jrily 28th, 'says that, since washing- 
ton's tour, all friends of the aovemment (British) have 
been oonpelled to take the oath of allegiance or to abandon 
their settlements. The people are overawed by Washington.* 
In September, he proposes plans for free trade with Veimont. 

He continued to exchange prisoners with Veimont, and 
proposed a large sum of money to be used there.' while 
these letters show his embarrassment . end his doubts, the 
British commissioners were doing what they could to bring 
about a reunion. A letter was sent by him to the Vermont 
Comalssloners In April, giving the same teims that General 

*** 
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Haldlmand had. offered previously; If they were still In the 
notion of negotiating, they mast relate all that had been 
transaoted in the counoil relative to the affair. April 
30th, a second letter infozraed them that Haldlmand had re> 
oeived full powers 1 from the King to establish the Veimont 
goveinment, including the unions and all privileges offered 
before and other inducements. 

The negotiations going on between the Colonies and 
areat Britain for peace, and winter ooming on again, put an 
end to Veimont transactions with the British. 

congress had not admitted veimont for many reasons, 
given by liadlson, so March 23rd, 1783, aenerai Haldlmand 
wrote to Veimont, expressing his sincere desire to serve 
them in the future, as he had done in the past, if favorable 
opportunities should present of reuniting them to the mother 
coxmtiy . 

Thus teiminated a correspondence on the subject of re- 
union, carried on for several years and giving rise to much 
uneasiness and various oon;)ecture8. 

The ob;|ects of the British were to reunite Veimont to 
England and obtain immunity frcn invasion. i 

iKlngsford, William,- History of Canada, VII :95. 
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The Tedaomt historians aay emphatloally that on the 
Dart of the veimont leaders they were carried on to stop 
hostilities, which they accomplished by evasive, ambiguous, 
general answers, proposals, and delays. ^ 
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OOVOLUSIONS 



I do not believe that the leaders of Vexnont ever seri- 
ously considered, reuniting with Canada. They were between 
two difficult lea and likely to be destroyed by one or the 
other. 

The leaders were nearly all large land holders and would 
lose their titles If oompelled to submit to Hew York. A great 
many of the people were In the sane condition, and they were 
willing to support their leaders In any action that would 
overthrow New Tory's supremacy. 

The Vermont people as a whole, and their leaders In par- 
ticular, had taken an active part In the Revolutionary war 
and by their timely participation had captured several valu- 
able forts, were of great assistance In defeating Burgoyne, 
and were the first to confiscate Tory property In order to 
obtain funds to carry on the war. 

By all these acts they had made themselves especially 
open to an attack from the British, for their province most 
be the door by which the army from Canada could enter. At 
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least no amoy ooiiIgL pass doim tlirough New York without a 
strong guard on the flanX or an actual Invasion of Vezmont 
territory. 

The Vermont leaders were as active and determined 
against the British as any others, until they saw that Con- 
gress would not admit them on account ot the Influence of 
New TorX and Governor Clinton In particular and other leaders 
and states in general, mostly for selfish reasons. 

Congress was unable to protect their frontiers on 
account of a lack of means and men. This meant the deprecia- 
tion of their land values and the destruction of their Im- 
provements and perhaps total loss, If the British should 
prevail In that quarter. 

It was equally as Important to the British If they could 
come to a cessation of hostilities with the Vermont people. 
It meant the weakening of the enemy and required a smaller 
army. In case of an advance Into the states, to giaard the 
base of operations. This alone would repay them even If they 
could not win them back to reunion. 

Thus we have conditions such that both sides can secure 
advantages, and indulge in diplomatic negotiations to the 
mutual satisfaction of each. 

The Vermont leaders took advantage of the opportunity 
offered by the British, to protect their frontiers, preserve 
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their estates, which Ira Allen asXed Sherwood to do and or- 
ders were Issued aocordlngly, and at the same time Influence 
Congress, whloh icadlson says It did. 

They at no time aided the British and Invar lahly put 
them off hy delays, excuses, and lack of power to negotiate, 
and frequently Informed the British tliat negotiations woiad 
cease If they were admitted hy Congress. 

They quickly compiled with the requests of Congress, In 
nearly every Instance, In order to gain their admission 
which they were ever active In seeking until the war was over. 

They ever avowed to the British the principle of loyalty 
to the American cause, hut that Interest forced them to treat 
for a cessation of hostilities. They were Insistent on an 
armistice only, and It was when they could not get this any 
longer that they accepted the ruse of deceit. In regard to 
reunion. It was certainly a ruse, for they were never ready 
to carry to c(»opletlon any pro;]eot leaning towards reunion. 

Excuses, delays, laclc of authority, neglect to hrlng 
valuable papers, promises, deceit, or Skene's charter were 
their stock In trade and all used for the one piurpose, self- 
Interest. 

They never made any efforts to convert the people to 
the British cause and, being few In number, they would have 
courted certain destruction by openly favoring reunion. They 
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had difficulty In avoiding censure and oondsmnation on sev- 
eral occasions, when there were almost insurrections to 
demand explanations. 

After the war was over they made no effort to ^oin 
Canada, but Kept iqp this pretended friendship after peace 
was declared, In order to gain trading advantages or acquire 
property. 

And a few years later even, a Canadian historian ac- 
cuses them of preparing to invade Canada on two different 
occasions. They were only trying to carry out the theories 
of the revolutionary leaders, as Adams and Jefferson, re- 
specting the political rights of settlers in vacant regions, 
tliat they should make such laws and regulations as woiad 
most likely promote public happiness.^ 

Being unable to do this in one way they adopted another 
and success at last crowned their efforts. 

OPINIONS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS:- Lossing, in his life of 
General Schuyler, page 409, says: "The shrewd diplomats of 
Vexmont were working for a twofold object, namely, to keep 
back the British and to induce Congress to admit the indepen- 
dence of their domain as a state of the irnion. " 

P^ gg^umer, P. J. , American Historical Review, 1895-96, 
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Dimlap in hla History of New York, volime I, page 219 
says: "Under pretense of a negotiation for exchange of pris- 
oners, oommlssloners were sent to meet the British agents, 
who proposed terms of the most tempting natixre to Vermont, 
If she Joined the royal cause. These commissioners managed 
to diqpe the English, left them In the opinion that they were 
In a fair way to effect their purpose, and the British forces 
returned to their winter quarters, leaving the frontiers un- 
molested. * 

Jared Sparlcsi Is one of the best authorities of the 
whole transaction, and sums izp the matter: *T2iat In the al- 
lowable strategems of war they ( the leaders ) bethought them- 
selves to turn to a profitable purpose this advance on the 
part of the enemy." 

Ur. V. L. Stone In his life of Joseph Brant, volume II, 
page 203, agrees with Ur. Sparks In the opinion that "there 
was never any serious Intention on the part of the Vermontese 
to listen to the British proposals. But with great deference, 
after a full examination of the case, the same cannot be 
said of the leaders of the Vermontese, they had determined 

isparks, Jared, American Biographies, V, I: p. 538-349. 
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that New York should he dismembered, and If they oould not 
foroe themselves Into the confederation as a state, they were 
willing to fall haolc to the arms of Great Britain as a colony. 

But It Is certain from the conduct of the people of the 
Qrants when they heard of St. Leger's regret at the killing 
of the sergeant that they were prepared for no such arrange- 
ment." 

R. R, Livingston wrote to Benjamin Praniain,iPehruary 
1783, In regard to the Vermont agitation: "The facility with 
which the British deceive themselves, and the address with 
which they deceive others may render It a matter of moment In 
Europe, though In fact It Is none In America. The hullc of 
the people of that country are "New England Presbyterian 
Whigs". Some of those In the possession of the powers of 
government have more address than principle. Finding them- 
selves exposed to Inroads from Canada, they have tampered 
with that government and pretended to be willing to form a 
treaty of neutrality with them during the war, and to return 
to the obedience of Britain In peace. 

Daniel Chapman m his answer to Mr. Stone says: "The 

•*• 
ipraniain, Benjamin, Writings,- V.IX: p. 162. 
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British authorities In Canada proposed to the leading men In 
Vennont a cessation of hostilities with a view to a negotia- 
tion by which Vezmont should he detaohed trcm the United 
States and become a British province. The leaders felt themr- 
selves at liberty to accept the proposal for an armistice, 
and played the game adroitly and successfully. Thus the Bri- 
tish undertalclng to tamper with the patriotic sons of the 
Green Uoiantalns found their match and were so completely 
d^ped and deceived, that their enemies alone were benefited 
by the armistice."! 

Vlnsor says: "Negotiations in fact conducted In bad 
faith. It may be that such expressions were more used for 
coercing Congress than for turning the British, though they 
doubtless had the latter effect, the more definite expres- 
sions of their traitorous - if they be so called- views we 
get from British records," 

At the same time it is impossible to resist the Im- 
pression that the leaders were acting with good faith, and' 
were desirous of becoming independent of Congress, and that 

*** 



xveznont Historical Collection, V,II: p. 387. 
"Winsor, Justin, Narrative and Critical History, 
V,VII: p. 188. 
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Vermont shoiad became a part of British America. I cannot my- 
self doubt, that there vas really a disposition on the part 
of the leading men to sever the fortimes of the new state 
from those of congress, more especially as the geographical 
position of Vermont at that time, before the days of canals 
and railways, made her dependent on the St« Lawrence. The 
outlet by which her produce could be exported was ig>on Canada, 
as furnishing the best means of reaching the ocean. There 
was a feeling that they were denied Justice. "^ 

"Had Comwallls not allowed himself to be shut up In 
Torktown, the Icnown facts establish that Vermont would have 
seceded from Congress and become a portion of British America. 
It cannot for a moment be pretended that the desire to unite 
with Canada had Its origin In sympathy with her Institutions, 
or from any rewakenlng of a feeling of loyalty. The truth 
remains that a large proportion of the Inhabitants of Vermont 
were prepared to return once more under the folds of the Bri- 
tish flag with their rights guaranteed and then as a distinct 
political body recognized." 

xKlngsford, William, History of Canada, V,VII: p. 89-108. 
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Uadlson says: "Invidious overtures were made to the In- 
habitants of the district which some of their leaders It was 
helelved were disposed to Incline too favorable an ear to. 
They had much Influence In Congress to admit Vermont.*! 

"It would have Involved a domestic quarrel which would 
have conrpelled that hardy and numerous body of men to throw 
themselves Into the arms of the power with which we were then 
contending." • 

He says: "That the visits of Pay and Allen and then the 
Killing of the Vermonters by a detachment of St. Leger*s men, 
with the burial and sending home of the clothes, and pris- 
oners and free Intercourse subsisting between Ver- 
mont and Canada from that period. This Is proof, a pretty 
decided one, to show that a connection was formed during the 
war. If this connection ever existed, what reason have we to 
believe It has been since dissolved." 

iCr. Femald In Pennsylvania Magazine of History, Jixly 
1887. psige 165, says: The negotiations for a commercial 
treaty carried on by Levi Allen, 1791 and his acceptance of 



iRlves, Vllllan 0., History of the Times and Life of 
Madison, p. 470. 

•Hamilton, Alexander, Works, V,VII:p. 6. 
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one hundred pooinds as conqpensatlon for his losses as a loya- 
list^ whloh he claimed to have uniformly been, Is sufficient 
proof of disloyalty* X 

But read In answer, Levi Allen's letter to Ck>vemor 
Slmcoe carefully, and the statement In Governor and Council of 
Vermont, Volume I, page 112-13, that he was repudiated as a 
tory by his brothers. See also Sthan Allen's letter In 
Slades State Papers, Appendix, where he in 1779 openly ac- 
cuses him of being a tory and urges that his property be con- 
fiscated. 

Later communications between the Vermont leaders and the 
British may help to throw some light on the subject. 

Uarch 14, 1785, Sherwood Informed Smyth that Uarsh and 
Ebenezer Allen had arrived. "He treated me badly and I can- 
not treat him civilly. He now pretends to be much attached 
to the King's government and says the Vermonters are the same, 
and expect General Allen to be their (k>vemor under the King. 
I belelve their ob;]ect Is to trade and shall send them back 
on a pretext." 

Ira Allen tells Sherwood and Smyth the twenty-foiirth, 

*#♦ 

^Canadian Archives, 1889, p. 55-58. 
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tliat the proprietors of land which he wishes to get, will 
sell and aslcs for a loan of money at 6^ and will present eaoh 
with a good farm when times gets good. Sherwood asks that 
the oorrespondenoe be kept tip. He Informed Mathews, April 
tenth, that Ira Allen represented Vermont as preferring peaoe 
with Oreat Britain. April twenty-seventh, he wrote: "Oene- 
ral Allen wants loyalists to settle on the border so there 
will soon be sufficient to revolt and unite. He asked that 
the property In the buildings In the post be given to hlm."x 

Ma;) or Luterloh > wrote to Fay, April 11, 1785, that he 
was sending the offloers carrying the terms of peaoe through 
Vermont and advises them to purchase the fleet on the lakes 
as they were not necessary to Great Britain, 

May twenty-ninth, Ira Allen proposed to Haldlmand, a 
contract for supplying the troops In Canada with provisions. 
May thirtieth, Ethan Allen wrote to the same recommending 
Pay and Ira Allen as proper persons to preoure and deliver 
beef for the troops. 

Sherwood and Smyth replied to Allen that Haldliaand would 
not admit of trade which woiad militate against Allen* s In- 

^Canadian Archives, 1888, p. 8S5. 
> Canadian Archives, 1888, p. 790-794. 
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tereat . 

Jvoie 2l8t, snorth Infoxned Ethan Allen that the reason 
wfasr Haldiinand did not accept his proposal at once was that 
they had plenty. It was his Intention to give his friends 
there every indulgence In his power. ^ 

JiQy 7th, Ira Allen wrote: "Pay has bought a drove of 
fat cattle and sheep and will soon be at Crown Point on the 
way to the Province. I suppose that approbation will not be 
given to others to bring beef Into the Province. 

September 5th, Fay wrote to Mathews, cattle of Allen 
and himself disposed of. ThanKs Haldlmand for the favor.* 

July 12th, 1784, Chittenden proposed to Haldlmand that 
free trade be carried on between Vernon t and Canada.' 

September 10th, 1784, Ira Allen wrote to Haldlmand: 
•The people of Veimont are waiting for free trade with Oanr 
ada; they consider themselves unconnected with any power and 
by natural situation inclined to that province for ootoneroe. 

September 17th, Haldlmand answered: "Cannot open free 
trade with Vexnqnt, but would peznlt Veimont to send in cat- 



^Canadian Archives, 1888. page 790. 
•Ibid., page 791. 
•Ibid., page 794. 
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tie and grain and to receive clothing and necessaries of 
life. Allen and his brothers may send In cattle for the 
choice maxKet. 

In September, Allen aslcs to drive some cattle to the 
Province In the fall. 

In April, 1785, Ira Allen was conmlssloaed by Vexsnont 
to obtain free trade with Canada. ^ 

In August, 1794, Ooveinor Slmooe wrote to Ur., Dundas In 
regard to veimont and the rumors in New York newspapers al~ 
leglng that the people of Vexmont were disposed to commenoe 
hostilities with Canada; these he declared fabrl cations. ^ 

He regrets the disputes, over lands, betwe«i the two 
states, and encloses a letter from Mr. Jaxvls of Canada. 

He had conversed with Governor Chittendmi and found him 
opposed to the action of the United States government In talc- 
ing sides with France against England. 

Chittenden aff limed that he and the Council were of ths 
same opinion that they were in 1781, when Fay was negotiat- 
ing a union, colonel Ira Allen afflzmed the same. 



1 Canadian Archives, 1888, page 794. 
•Ibid., 1889, page 57. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



79 



1796. The evidence oomemlng the Invasion of Canada 
suggests that It would have been to a great extent 0QiiQ)08ed 
of men froa Veimont, well equipped with artillery, arms, and 
ammunltlcm.^ 

Januaiy, 1797. The ship, Olive Branch was captured 
with twenty thousand stands of aims and Ira Allen of Ver- 
mont. He explained that they were for the mllltla of Ver- 
mont, hut had no documents. 

Ira Allen attempts to refute this In his hook "Olive 
Branch. " * 



••• 



iKlngsford, William,- History of Canada, VII: 444. 
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